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LNG ROUND-UP 
Protecting the Columbia from LNG Terminals & Pipelines 

By Lauren Goldberg, Staff Attorney 
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LEGAL VICTORY PAVES THE WAY FOR COUNTY TO REJECT PIPELINE 
 
“You should have told me to sit down!” Riverkeeper’s Volunteer Estuary Coordinator,  Cheryl Johnson, rejoiced 
when I delivered the news that the Oregon Court of Appeals ruled in our favor. Clatsop County had the right to 
revoke its liquefied natural gas (LNG) pipeline approval. The unanimous court decision marks a turning point for 
Oregon LNG. Without a pipeline through Clatsop County, Oregon LNG has no way to send natural gas to its export 
terminal proposed in Warrenton, Oregon. And the court decision is only one of many hurdles that Oregon LNG still 
faces. Remarkably, the company has yet to issue a statement in response to our legal victory. 
  
How We Arrived at the October 2012 Victory 
  
Oregon LNG needs Clatsop County’s approval to build a 41-mile, high-pressure natural gas pipeline through farms, 
forests, the Columbia River Estuary, and residential properties. In 2010, the Clatsop County Commission approved 
the pipeline. Riverkeeper and the Northwest Property Rights Coalition appealed the County’s approval to the Land 
Use Board of Appeals. Following the election of new County Commissioners in January 2011, the Commission 
decided to take a second look at the previous Commission’s approval. This made sense. The Clatsop County Planning 
Department drafted a 102-page staff report explaining in detail that the 
pipeline application violated local law. In addition, the previous 
County Commission had approved the now defunct Bradwood 
Landing LNG terminal, and lost Columbia Riverkeeper’s appeal of that 
decision. 
 
In March 2011, the Clatsop County Commissioners voted 4-1 to deny 
the Oregon LNG pipeline application because the project does not 
comply with county law. Oregon LNG took the extraordinary step of 
asking a court to prevent the County from finalizing that vote. River-
keeper intervened on the side of the County. In May 2011, the Clatsop 
County Circuit Court ruled in our favor.  Grasping at straws, Oregon 
LNG appealed the decision to the Oregon State Court of Appeals. On 
October 25, 2012, Oregon LNG lost at the Court of Appeals, and the 
County can now move forward to finalize the denial. 
 
We need your support to continue our legal work to stop the Oregon 
LNG pipeline. Columbia Riverkeeper is one of only a handful of non-
profit organizations in Oregon that takes on complex land use 
challenges like the Oregon LNG pipeline case. We know first-hand 
how critical these cases are to protect the Columbia. Please donate to 
our LNG Legal Victory Fund today and help ensure that Oregon LNG’s 
plans for a mega terminal and pipeline go the same direction as 
NorthernStar’s Bradwood LNG proposal: nowhere.     

A pipeline right-of-way at a rural property illustrates the 
large impact zone of a gas pipeline. 


